John 20:19 It was the evening of the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders. Jesus came and stood among them. He told them, "Peace be with you."
John 20:26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.

Ephesians 2:14-16 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is
the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make

the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in
one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.
Galatians 3:28 There is [now no distinction] neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
John 30:31-32 He must increase [in prominence], but I must decrease.
31 “He who comes from [heaven] above is above all others; he who is of the earth is
from the earth and speaks [about things] of the earth [his viewpoint and experience are
earthly]. He who comes from heaven is above all.
32 What He has [actually] seen and heard, of that He testifies; and yet no one accepts
His testimony [as true].
John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. [He must grow more prominent; I
must grow less so.] [Isa. 9:7.]
Limitation must decrease and unlimited Father must increase in us and in our lives.

Born from Above Nicodemus
John 3 There was a man of the Pharisee sect, Nicodemus, a prominent leader among
the Jews. Late one night he visited Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we all know you’re a teacher
straight from God. No one could do all the God-pointing, God-revealing acts you do if
God weren’t in on it.”
3 Jesus said, “You’re absolutely right. Take it from me: Unless a person is born from
above, it’s not possible to see what I’m pointing to—to God’s kingdom.”
4 “How can anyone,” said Nicodemus, “be born who has already been born and grown
up? You can’t re-enter your mother’s womb and be born again. What are you saying
with this ‘born-from-above’ talk?”
5-6 Jesus said, “You’re not listening. Let me say it again. Unless a person submits to
this original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’ creation, the invisible moving
the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom. When
you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you can look at and touch. But the person who
takes shape within is formed by something you can’t see and touch—the Spirit—and
becomes a living spirit.

7-8 “So don’t be so surprised when I tell you that you have to be ‘born from above’—out
of this world, so to speak. You know well enough how the wind blows this way and that.
You hear it rustling through the trees, but you have no idea where it comes from or
where it’s headed next. That’s the way it is with everyone ‘born from above’ by the wind
of God, the Spirit of God.”
9 Nicodemus asked, “What do you mean by this? How does this happen?”
10-12 Jesus said, “You’re a respected teacher of Israel and you don’t know these
basics? Listen carefully. I’m speaking sober truth to you. I speak only of what I know by
experience; I give witness only to what I have seen with my own eyes. There is nothing
secondhand here, no hearsay. Yet instead of facing the evidence and accepting it, you
procrastinate with questions. If I tell you things that are plain as the hand before your
face and you don’t believe me, what use is there in telling you of things you can’t see,
the things of God?
13-15 “No one has ever gone up into the presence of God except the One who came
down from that Presence, the Son of Man. In the same way that Moses lifted the
serpent in the desert so people could have something to see and then believe, it is
necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up—and everyone who looks up to him,
trusting and expectant, will gain a real life, eternal life.
16-18 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son.
And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can
have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely
to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the
world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust
him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it. And why?
Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when
introduced to him.
19-21 “This is the crisis we’re in: God-light streamed into the world, but men and women
everywhere ran for the darkness. They went for the darkness because they were not
really interested in pleasing God. Everyone who makes a practice of doing evil, addicted
to denial and illusion, hates God-light and won’t come near it, fearing a painful
exposure. But anyone working and living in truth and reality welcomes God-light so the
work can be seen for the God-work it is.”

Luke 2:40 And the Child continued to grow and become strong [in spirit], filled with
wisdom; and the grace (favor, spiritual blessing) of God was upon Him.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come.
Ephesians 4:24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created
in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
Psalm 127:1 Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it;
Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman keeps awake in vain.

Genesis 1 In the beginning God (prepared, formed, fashioned, and) created the
heavens and the earth.
2 The earth was without form and an empty waste, and darkness was upon the face of
the very great deep. The Spirit of God was moving (hovering, brooding) over the face of
the waters.

Isaiah 14:13-14 You said to yourself, “I’ll climb to heaven. I’ll set my throne over the
stars of God. I’ll run the assembly of angels that meets on sacred Mount Zaphon. I’ll
climb to the top of the clouds. I’ll take over as King of the Universe!”
Psalm 37:3-4: Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
Take delight in the Lord, and God will give you the desires of your heart.
Isaiah 9:7 There shall be no end to the increase of His government and of peace, [He
shall rule] on the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it
with justice and righteousness From that time forward and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

